Reading Newsletter
Autumn 2
Pupil’s Book Reviews
Welcome to the second issue of the Beverley St
Nicholas Reading Newsletter. Every half term we’ll
be sharing some updates about what we are doing to
promote Reading for Pleasure across the school. We
hope that this newsletter will continue to promote a
love of reading within our whole school community.

Pumpkin Challenge
We started this half term with a challenge! Each class
was left a pumpkin to decorate in a book theme. Mrs
Priday only gave each class a day to come up with
their ideas and present their finished design!
We were blown away with the children’s creativity.
The pumpkins were turned into:
Funnybones,
Elmer the Patchwork Elephant
The Penguin from Lost and
Found

‘You are a Champion: How to
be the Best that you can be’ by
Marcus Rashford.
Reviewed by Stan Holmes from
Gecko Class
I really like this book because it is very interesting
and really inspirational. Even though it's a non-fiction
book it still has a storyline. It's Rashford's life and his
own story of how he became a footballer. It's very
motivational. There's different chapters. The one I'm
currently on is ‘Build your Confidence’. It's very detailed and great fun to read. It can inspire young children to do anything they want to achieve. In this particular case it's football and he inspires me a lot. I
would like to be a policeman when I grow up. You
can achieve your dreams too! I recommend this so
much as it can inspire young people, just like you!
‘The Boy at The Back of Class’ by
Onjali Rauf
Reviewed by Maisie Lawrence from
Panda Class

The Day the Crayons Quit
The Butterfly Lion
The Hundred Mile and Hour Dog
Mr Bump-kin
Harry Trotter
The Grinch
The Explorer

Recommended Reading Lists
This term we have been busy compiling
a recommended reading list for each year
group. We strongly believe that if a
child doesn’t enjoy reading then they’ve
just not found the right book!
These lists are now complete for all year
groups across the school, and have been
shared with parents. If you want another
look they are available on the Reading
for Pleasure tab on our school website.

I have just finished reading ‘The Boy at the Back of
Class’ by Onjali Rauf. Miss Booth started reading
this to our class but I couldn’t wait to find out more
about the main characters, so I got this book out of
our library.
It is about a boy’s journey from a far away land to a
school in the UK. He has a sad story and this story is
similar to those I have seen on the news, so it is very
realistic. Ahmet, who is the main character, is a child
refugee who has run away from bombs and bullies.
He has been separated from his mum and dad. This
story even takes him to Buckingham Palace!. It is a
story about friendship and loyalty. Even though I felt
sad whilst reading this book I still enjoyed the story.
I am already reading ‘The Star Outside My Window
by the same author. I can’t wait until the library has a
copy of his new book ‘The lion above the door’ as I
really like this author.
Reading Request– We need you!
Do you have any time to spare? We
would love to have a team of willing
volunteers to read with our children
during the school day. If you have any
time available during the school day
this would be hugely appreciated.
Please contact the school office to register your interest.

Reading Ambassador

Christmas Books

We have decided to instigate a new reward scheme in
school. This is our Reading Ambassador Award which
we will award in recognition of an individual’s contribution to the promotion of reading in the school. The recipient will be awarded one of our shiny new badges to
wear.

A book can be one of the best Christmas gifts to receive.
Books uniquely teach empathy because they allow the
reader to see life from a different point of view. This year
there are a number of brand new Christmas books hitting
bookshop shelves. Here are a few of our favourites.

Our very first Reading Ambassador badge was awarded
to Lewis Fisher in Year 6 who wrote a fantastic book review for our last newsletter. Lewis is an enthusiastic
reader and superb reading role model.

Sponsored Read
This year we are continuing to fund raise to support our
library improvements and investment in books.

‘The Christmas Pig’ by J.K.Rowling is a heartwarming,
adventure about a child’s love for his most treasured toy.
This book is our most requested book from our library
this month. Although we have 8 copies in circulation, we
still have a long list of those wishing to read it! It is another classic from J.K Rowling and is a tale for the whole
family. It would be perfect for a read out loud bedtime
story.
This book comes highly recommended by Grace Thompson from Gecko Class. Grace gave this book 5 stars and
said, ‘ I love this book because it is an exciting adventure
with some very different settings.’

Another favourite at this time of year has to be Tom
We are most grateful for your continued support with this Fletcher’s ‘The Christmasaurus’ This year this story has
initiative.
been re-invented as a rhyming picture book for younger
Our recent sponsored read raised a further £700 for books readers.
for our library. As this event was organised in conjunc- Santa and his reindeer live as north as you can go,
tion with our local Usbourne Representative Sally-Ann
in a place that's full of magic (and quite a lot of snow!).
Rena, Usbourne increased the amount that we had to
But Santa and his reindeer do not live there on their own,
spend on books by a further 60%. Here are some of the for there's a special dinosaur that also calls it home . . .
wonderful books we have added to our classroom libraries as a result.

Graphic Novels
Recently we have investing in graphic novels. These are
books which are set out in comic strip style.
A number of classics such as Roald Dahl’s ‘The Witches’, the Alex Rider Series and Tom’s Midnight Garden,
are all now being published in this format. There are also
Spotted Reading
lots of great new books being published in in this format
More members of our school community have been spottoo many of which tackle a range of current issues like
ted reading this half term. Our new library sofas have
‘Illegal’ by Eion Colfer which tells the story of a refugee,
proved a very popular reading spot.
or ‘Breadwinner’ telling the story of a girl who has to
disguise herself as a boy during the Taliban rule in Afghanistan . Then of course there are also some hilarious
stories like ‘The Evil Penguin Emperor’ or ‘Timmy on
the Toilet’.
We have now stocked all our key stage 2 classes with a
selection of these types of books which are being really
well received.
Daisy Corkett in Rhino Class recently reviewed
‘Looshkin the Adventures of the Maddest Cat in the
World’ by Jamie Smart and said, ‘It says it all the title.
The maddest cat in the world! He does all sorts of drama

