
Mr Penguin– Alex T. Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

Indiana Jones meets Hercule Poirot in this new Alex T. Smith series 
with plenty of slapstick humour, mystery and adventure. Highly illus-
trated throughout . 

Mr Penguin and Colin (a spider and Mr Penguin's silent right hand 
man) are called in to find the missing treasure somewhere in the Mu-
seum of Extraordinary Objects. The quest finds them solving secret 
codes, fighting ferocious beasts, eating fish finger sandwiches and 
travelling deep below the museum to a lost jungle... 

Emily Brown and the Thing– 
Cressida Cowell 

 

 

 

 

 

Emily Brown and her rabbit, Stanley, are trying to sleep. But a Splish
-Splosh noise is keeping them awake... 
It's a Thing! And this Thing just won't go to sleep. Emily Brown and 
Rabbit try everything, but nothing works. Just what could be the 
matter?  

Dr Xargle’s Book of Earthlets– 
Jeanne Willis 

 

 

 

 

 

This humorous story tells how Dr Xargle instructs his class of aliens 
on the appearance and habits of "Earthlets" (human babies) before 
embarking on a field trip to Earth. Bath-time, feeding and changing 
nappies are all given a new slant by this alien guide to human behav-
iour.  

Meerkat Mail-Emily Gravett 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunny the meerkat lives with his enormous family in the Kalahari de-
sert. They are all very close . . . so close, in fact, that one day Sunny 
decides it's just too crowded and packs his bags. He's off to visit his 
mongoose cousins. But from the watery world of the Marsh Mongoose 
to the nocturnal lifestyle of the Malagasy Mongoose, Sunny just 
doesn't fit in. And who's that shadowy figure who seems to be fol-
lowing him around?  

The Boy Who Grew Dragons– 
Andy Shepherd 

 

When Tomas discovers a strange old tree at the bottom of his grandad's 
garden, he doesn't think much of it. But he takes the funny fruit from the 
tree back into the house - and gets the shock and delight of his life when a 
tiny dragon hatches! The tree is a dragonfruit tree, and Tomas has got his 
very own dragon, Flicker ...  

Ellie and the Cat– Malorie 
Blackman 

Ellie is the rudest, most spoilt child her grandma has ever met and 
it's time that she learnt a lesson! So with a little bit of magic and 
some help from Jolly the cat, Grandma's going to make sure that El-
lie changes her ways. Can Ellie work hard to prove that she can be 
good? Or is she destined to spend the rest of her days trapped in 
the body of a mean old cat?  

YEAR 2 –READING SPINE 



The Flower– John Light 

 

 

 

 

Brigg lives in a small, grey room in a large, grey city. When he finds a book in 
the library labelled ‘Do Not Read’, he cannot resist taking it home. In it, he 
comes upon pictures of bright, vibrant objects called flowers. He cannot 
find flowers anywhere in the city, but stumbles instead on a packet of 
seeds. This sets off a chain of events which bring about unexpected results, 
continuing to grow and bloom even after we have turned the last page.  

Traction Man– Mini Grey 

 

 

 

 

 

With an action outfit for every occasion, Traction Man patrols the house. 
Whether he is saving toys (in latex space suit and Perspex helmet, teamed 
with Rocket Boots); searching the sink for the lost wreck of the sieve (in 
sub-aqua suit, fluorescent flippers and infra-red mask) or rescuing damsels 
in distress (in jungle pants, camouflage vest and a bandanna), Traction Man 
is never less than stylishly turned out and expertly accessorised. He is the 
last word in heroic fashion flair - until, that is, the day that he is presented 
with an all-in-one knitted green romper suit and matching bonnet by his own-
er's granny. Can Traction Man overcome the humiliation of his desperately 
dowdy new look and rediscover the action hero within or will the burden of 
the knitted green monstrosity be too great?  

The Owl Who was afraid of 
the Dark– Jill Tomlinson 

 

 

 

 

Plop, the Baby Barn Owl, is like every Barn Owl there ever was, except for 
one thing – he is afraid of the dark. "Dark is nasty" he says and so he won't 
go hunting with his parents. Mrs Barn Owl sends him down from his nest-
hole to ask about the dark and he meets a little boy waiting for the fire-
works to begin, an old lady, a scout out camping, a girl who tells him about 
Father Christmas, a man with a telescope and a black cat who takes him ex-
ploring. He realizes that through these encounters that dark is super after 
all.  

The Hodgeheg– Dick King 
Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

Max is a hedgehog who lives with his family in a nice little home, but it's on 
the wrong side of the road from the Park where there's a beautiful lily pond 
and plenty of juicy slugs, worms and snails! 
The busy road is dangerous but Max is determined to make his way across. 
If humans can do it, why can't hedgehogs? His first attempt ends in a nasty 
bump on the head and, when Max tries to speak, he realises his words are all 
mixed up. He is no longer a hedgehog but a hodgeheg! 
Still determined to fulfil his mission, Max discovers the best way to cross 
the road - with the help of the lollipop lady and some careful detective 
work . . .  

Fantastic Mr Fox– Roald Dahl 

 

Boggis is an enormously fat chicken farmer who only eats boiled chickens 
smothered in fat.  Bunce is a duck-and-goose farmer whose dinner gives 
him a beastly temper.  Bean is a turkey-and-apple farmer who only drinks 
gallons of strong cider.  Mr Fox is so clever that every evening he creeps 
down into the valley and helps himself to food from their farms - and 
those GHASTLY farmers can't catch him! 
Now the farmers have hatched a plan to BANG-BANG-BANG shoot Mr 

Fox dead! But, just when they think Mr Fox can't possibly escape, he 
makes a FANTASTIC plan of his own . . .  

Amazing Grace– Mary Hoffman 

 

Grace loves to act out stories. Sometimes she plays the leading part, 
sometimes she is 'a cast of thousands.' When her school decides to per-
form Peter Pan , Grace is longing to play Peter, but her classmates say 
that Peter was a boy, and besides, he wasn't black... But Grace's Ma and 
Nana tell her she can be anything she wants if she puts her mind to it...  
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