
Charlotte’s Web– E.B.White 

 

 

 

 

This is the story of a little girl named Fern, who loves a little pig named Wil-
bur - and of Wilbur's dear friend, Charlotte, a beautiful large grey spider. 
When Fern's uncle decrees that Wilbur must become bacon, Fern, Char-
lotte, Templeton the rat and all Wilbur's farmyard friends come up with an 
ingenious plan to fool the humans, and save their very special pig.  

Why the Whales Came– Mi-
chael Morpurgo 

 

 

 

 

 

Gracie and her friend Daniel have always been warned to stay away from the 
Birdman and his side of the island. But then they find a message in the sand 
and discover the Birdman is not who they thought. They build up a lovely 
friendship with him, but when the children get stranded on Samson Island 
they don’t know whether to believe the birdman’s story that the island is 
cursed. 

Set against the backdrop of the First World War, in the tradition of Friend 
or Foe and Private Peaceful Michael Morpurgo brings the emotional reality 
of conflict to life in a way that is accessible to younger readers. Look out 
for his other historical adventures including An Eagle in the Snow and Listen 
to the Moon. 

The Last Bear– Hannah Gold 

 

 

 

 

 

There are no polar bears left on Bear Island. At least, that’s what April’s 
father tells her when his scientific research takes them to this remote 
Arctic outpost for six months. But one endless summer night, April meets 
one. He is starving, lonely and a long way from home. Determined to save 
him, April begins the most important journey of her life… 

This moving story will win the hearts of children the world over and show 
them that no one is too young or insignificant to make a difference. The 
Last Bear is a celebration of the love between a child and an animal, a battle 
cry for our world and an irresistible adventure with a heart as big as a 
bear’s. 

The Children of Swallow Fell-
Julia Green 

 

 

 

 

 

The world's in trouble. 
When war comes to the heart of the Italian city where Isabella lives with 
her family, everything changes. She makes the long journey with her dad to 
a safer place - the old house where he grew up in the north of England. 
Isabella must adapt to a completely different life. No shops, no electricity, 
no phone signal. No friends or neighbours - until she meets two 'wild' chil-
dren. Rowan and Kelda live by themselves, hidden from the world, survivors 
of the sickness that swept through the valley. When Dad fails to return 
from a trip to find food, Isabella has to work out what to do and how to sur-
vive. Together, can the children build a new life, a life for the future? 
What do we really need for a happy life? 

By Ash, Oak and Thorn– Melis-
sa Harrison 

 

Three tiny, ancient beings - Moss, Burnet and Cumulus, once revered as 
Guardians of the Wild World - wake from winter hibernation in their be-
loved ash tree home. 

When it is destroyed, they set off on an adventure to find more of their 
kind, a journey which takes them first into the deep countryside and then 
the heart of a city. 

Helped along the way by birds and animals, the trio search for a way to sur-
vive and thrive in a precious yet disappearing world . 

The Boy Who Mat a Whale– 
Nizrana Farook 

 

A thrilling adventure set in fictional Sri Lanka, jam-packed with peril and 
kidnap and a huge blue whale! Razi, a local fisherboy, is watching turtle eggs 
hatch when he sees a boat bobbing into view. With a chill, he notices a small, 
still hand hanging over the side... Inside is Zheng, who's escaped a ship-
wreck and is full of tales of sea monsters and missing treasure. But the vil-
lains who are after Zheng are soon after Razi and his sister, Shifa, too. And 
so begins an exhilarating adventure in the shadow of the biggest sea mon-
ster of them all...  
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The Snow Walker’s Son– Catherine 

Fisher 

 

 

 

 

THE SNOW WALKER'S SON is a book of intrigue; of banishment and sorcery; of an ice 

cold winter and an unseen evil eye. Jessa and Thorkil are banished by the evil witch 

Gudrun to the ice kingdom to the North. Here they will be incarcerated with Gudrun's 

son Kari; about whom there are the most terrible tales. He is rumoured to be half-man, 

half-beast and is a figure of dread. After an endless journey, Thorkil and Jessa arrive 

and, at last meet Kari. He is not as they feared but is a slight winsome young man. His 

only terror is that he, too, has the power. But he is determined to use the magic wisely.  

The Infinite– Patience Agbabi 

 

 

 

 

 

Leaplings, children born on the 29th of February, are very rare. Rarer still are Leaplings 

with The Gift - the ability to leap through time. Elle Bíbi-Imbelé Ifíè has The Gift, but 

she's never used it. Until now. 

On her twelfth birthday, Elle and her best friend Big Ben travel to the Time Squad Cen-

tre in 2048. Elle has received a mysterious warning from the future. Other Leaplings are 

disappearing in time - and not everyone at the centre can be trusted. 

Soon Elle's adventure becomes more than a race through time. It's a race against time. 

She must fight to save the world as she knows it - before it ceases to exist . . .  

The Girl Who Stole an Elephant 

 

 

 

 

Chaya, a no-nonsense, outspoken hero, leads her friends and a gorgeous elephant on a 

noisy, fraught, joyous adventure through the jungle where revolution is stirring and 

leeches lurk. Will stealing the queen's jewels be the beginning or the end of everything 

for the intrepid gang?  

A Dangerous Game– Malorie Black-

man 

 

 

 

 

 

Although Sam has a long-term illness, all he wants is the chance to lead a normal life. So 

he is thrilled when he finally gets his mum and dad to let him go on the school trip to 

the Scottish Highlands. Sam's desperate for an adventure and wants to prove to every-

one that he's just as strong as his friends. But when some of the boys from his class 

take a reckless risk in order to win a challenge, the trip turns out to be more dangerous 

than Sam could have imagined.  

Bill’s New Frock– Anne Fine 

 

Bill Simpson wakes up to find he’s a girl, and worse, his mother makes him wear a frilly 
pink dress to school. How on earth is he going to survive a whole day like this? Every-
thing just seems to be different for girls . . . 

The Firework-Maker’s Daughter– 

Philip Pullman 

 

Lila doesn't just want to be a Firework-Maker's daughter, she wants to be a Firework 

Maker herself. But although she's learned a lot she still must get through the most diffi-

cult and dangerous part of her apprenticeship - and her father won't tell her what it is. 

 

In search of this final Firework-Making secret, Lila heads off alone on a journey. It is a 

journey filled with dangers beyond anything she could have imagined, a journey on 

which she will learn so much more than the one secret she set out to find . . .  
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